Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.011 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.110; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.1.
In the title compound, [Hg(C 14 H 13 N 4 O 3 ) 2 ], the central Hg atom (site symmetry 2) is six-coordinated by two tridentate 1-(2-ethoxyphenyl)-3-(4-nitrophenyl)triazenide ligands through two N and one O atoms. The mononuclear complex molecules are connected into two parallel chains by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions. These chains are connected to each other by face-to-edge C-HÁ Á Á interactions between the CH of the ethoxy groups and the aromatic rings, resulting in a two-dimensional architecture in the ac plane.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Melardi et al. (2007 Melardi et al. ( , 2009 Rofouei et al. (2009) . For a similar complex with the same ligand, see: Melardi et al. (2010) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Hg(C 14 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. Symmetry codes: (i) x þ 1 2 ; Ày þ 3 2 ; z À 1; (ii) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 3 2 ; z þ 1 2 .
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005); cell refinement: SAINT-Plus (Bruker, 2001); data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
The study of transition-metal complexes containing 1,3-diaryltriazene ligands has greatly increased in the past few years because of the versatility of their coordination forms, yielding a variety of coordination compounds with large structural diversity. The crystal structures of a few complexes related to the title compound have been reported recently from our laboratory (Melardi et al., 2007 (Melardi et al., , 2009 (Melardi et al., , 2010 Rofouei et al., 2009 ).
In the title complex ( Fig. 1 
Experimental
The title complex was prepared by dissolving [1-(2-ethoxyphenyl)3-(4-nitrophenyl)]triazene (0.58 g, 2 mmol) in 20 ml anhydrous methanol. A solution of mercury acetate (0.32 g, 1 mmol) in 20 ml anhydrous methanol was added to the ligand solution. After 1 h, a red-orange solid was readily precipitated out. After two weeks beautiful red-orange and air-stable crystals of the title complex were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvent.
Refinement
An absolute structure was established using Flack (1983) method. The H-atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93, 0.96 and 0.97 Å for aryl, methyl and methylene type H-atoms, respectively, and included in the refinement in riding mode with isotropic displacement parameters U iso (H) = 1.5 and 1.2 × U eq (C) for the CH 3 and other groups, respectively. The final difference map showed electron density within 1.0 Å from Hg1 atom and may be attributed to absorption effects. Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound, with ellipsoids drawn at 50% probability level. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Figures

Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq Hg1 O3-Hg1-O3 i 88.9 (2) C6-C5-C4 123.9 (6) C12-C7-O3 117.6 (6) C6-C5-N4 117.8 (7) C12-C7-C8 121.5 (6) C4-C5-N4 118.2 (7) O3-C7-C8 121.0 (6) O1-N4-O2 124.3 (7) C3-C2-C1 122.6 (6) O1-N4-C5 118.7 (7) C3-C2-H2 118.7 O2-N4-C5 116.8 (6) C1-C2-H2 118.7 C5-C6-C1 120.3 (6) C7-O3-C13 120.9 (5) C5-C6-H6 119.8 C7-O3-Hg1 107.5 (4) C1-C6-H6 119.8 
